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Dear Students and Families, 

Welcome to 6th grade Social Studies at Maple Street Magnet School for the Arts!  I am excited to 
be working with you to help reach your goals and follow your dreams, both as a student and as a young 
adult.  I see the Social Studies classroom as a great place for each student to explore and develop their own 
understanding of how they might best contribute to the many societies (countries, communities, schools, 
families, etc.) in which they exist.  My goal is to push each student to be the very best version of 
themselves.  I anticipate both success and failure, but I know we can learn and grow from both. 

It is fair to warn you that I hold very high expectations, both academically and behaviorally, for 
every young adult with whom I am fortunate to work with.  Hopefully, you will find that I balance these 
high expectations by having a fair and student-centered teaching style, with a focus on mutual respect and 
teamed learning. 

I think it is important for you to know about my background and training as a teacher.  I was born 
and raised in Jackson, Michigan where I attended Jackson Catholic Schools for grades K-12.  I graduated 
with a Bachelor’s degree in Secondary Education from the School of Education at Western Michigan 
University in 2017. I was offered this positon at Maple Street during my student teaching internship in the 
fall of 2017 and have been here ever since. This will be my third year of teaching and I am truly honored to 
have you as a student. Teaching is my profession, but I hope you will see that it is also my passion. 

Please read through this syllabus carefully, as it will be the backbone for our classroom this year. 
Certain changes might be made from time to time to better adapt to the needs of our class.  Also, I 
encourage you to share this document with your family. Thank you, welcome, and I am excited to be a part 
of your education!  

 
 
 
 
--Mr. Caleb Alger 
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
● All Team Endeavor, Maple Street Magnet School and Kalamazoo Public School rules and regulations apply in our 

classroom, including before and after school.  
● We practice CHAMPs, FALCON, and Responsible Thinking Process (RTP) in our classroom and schoolwide. 
● Students are expected to come to class on time with all materials. 
● Above all else, students should come to class each day with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn 

 
MATERIALS NEEDED 
Each student/family will be responsible for providing the following items by the end of the second week: 

● pencils or pens 
● colored pencils (optional) 
● notebook (optionsal) 
● Folder 
● Geography Alive! Textbook (provided, see below) 

o We have 40 classroom copies of our textbook.  Students are expected to care for and respect these books. 
These classroom copies are not to leave the room. 

o Each student will be given the following options for receiving their textbook: 
▪ Students may choose to be issued a textbook to keep at home for the school year.  Textbooks will 

be collected in June.  The replacement cost is $90. 
▪ The textbook is also available online. Ask Mr. Alger for details 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
● To become an active citizen of the world, and to explore the social science of Geography. 
● To master the Grade Level Content Expectations laid out by the State of Michigan for social studies, and to 

master the Common Core Expectations for social studies. 
● To lay the foundation for high school social studies, aiming towards advanced placement courses and a successful 

transition to college.  
● To further improve reading and writing skills. 
● To improve social and behavioral skills. 

 
ABSENTEEISM 
Absences and tardies are both serious concerns.  Your daily attendance and punctuality (being on-time) is crucial to your 
success, and will be a factor in your participation grade.  If you are absent, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to: 

● Check eSchool, the Google Classroom, or with another student for any missed assignments.  If the teacher does 
not provide you with a copy, it is your responsibility to access the assignment from the Google Classroom.  If you 
do not have internet access at home, you will need to use one of the public libraries, or our Maple Street library 
(open every morning).  These assignments will be given a specific due date. 

● Assignments and homework you were going to hand in on the day of your absence should be given to Mr. 
Alger as soon as you return to school.  

● Late work will be accepted for most assignments (unless specified by the teacher) and must be turned in by the 
date set by the teacher at the end of each marking period.  

  
COURSE INFORMATION 
Subject: Geography 
Textbook: Geography Alive!, published by TCI, 2011  
Capstone Essential Question: How do citizens construct deep understandings of global issues? 
Class Remind code: mralger 
 
GRADING POLICY 

● All assigned work, both in-class and homework, will be given a specific due date/time.  Any failure to meet 
deadlines will result in a loss of credit. 

● All homework is due before the end of class on the given due date. 
● Participation in warm-ups, class discussions, projects, and daily assignments will greatly factor into your grade. 



● Attendance will be a factor in your participation grade. (Any absence = 2 point deduction, any tardy = 1 point 
deduction, any RTP questions = 2 point deduction, any RTC visit = 4 point deduction). 

● All individual tests are volume Level 0 until all students have finished testing.  Any talking at all during test 
time will result in a 0% on that test, the test will be ripped up, and the student will not be given an 
opportunity for a re-test. 

● Late work will be accepted up until a set date prior to the end of the marking period as determined by the teacher 
(with the exception of students who have specific accommodations for “extended time” in an IEP or 504 plan) 

● Late work must be turned into the Late Work folder with the turn-in date marked on the paper. Late papers will 
not receive full credit. Any paper turned in late will automatically recieve a 20% reduction in possible points 
earned in fairness to the students who met the deadline. 

● “No-name” papers will not receive credit. 
. 
 
Classwork/projects 50% 
Participation & Warm Ups 20% 
Quizzes, tests, exams 15% 
Homework 15% 
Extension assignments Extra credit 
 
LINKS FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 

● Maple Street 
o http://kalamazoopublicschools.com/Schools/MiddleSchools/MapleStreetMagnetSchoolfortheArts/MapleS

treetStaff.aspx 
● Standards 

o http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSGLCE_218368_7.pdf 
o http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/history-social-studies/grades-

6-8/ 
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Student’s full name____________________________Hour____ 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Please sign, date, and return THIS PAGE ONLY to Mr. Alger no 
later than Thursday, September 12 (for homework points) Place it into the correct 
Turn-In Bin for your class hour 
 
I have read the syllabus for Mr. Alger’s Geography class, and I agree to the terms 
of the document. 
 
Student’s signature______________________________________ 
Parent(s)/ Guardian(s) Printed name (Please write neatly) 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) signature(s) 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address (Please print neatly): 
______________________________________________________ 
Parents, please check any statement below that applies to you and your child: 

o I have read the textbook policy, and I understand that if our student rents a 

textbook this year we are liable for that textbook. I also understand that if a 
textbook is not returned then we will be billed $90 from the school. 

o I will subscribe to the Social Studies Remind. Instructions are included 

with this information packet 
 
 
*If you have any questions, comments, or concerns please contact me via email at 
algercd@kalamazoopublicschools.net 


